


Our History
● Founded in 2012 with the generous contribution of Bruce and Debbie Holland, trading 

4 commodities, 4 members, and $250,000 AUM.

● Today, COINS trades 14 commodities across 3 distinct sectors and 4 divisions, has over 
50 members, and manages about $1.2 MM.

● As the group has expanded, our alumni network and industry connections have as 
well. This culminates in the group being able to host prestigious guest speakers, 
perform wider outreach, and achieve placements seldom realized by other 
organizations around campus.

● Led to success by our outstanding faculty:
○ Dr. Olga Isengildina-Massa
○ Dr. Shamar Stewart
○ Dr. Chi Ta



Organizational Overview
We trade 14 commodities across 3 

sectors and 4 divisions
We hold weekly meetings focused on research, 

trading, and educational advancement



Organizational Structure

45 members (+12 graduating)
This chart shows only those not graduating



Membership & Positions Updates



Demographics

65%

32%

3%



Diversity & Inclusion

6/57 of our members are 
in Sponsors for 

Educational Opportunity



Portfolio Composition



YTD Portfolio Review
Asset COINS Abs. R BCOM Abs. R Rel. Return Weights

WTI Crude 1.91% 1.37% 0.54% 9.17%

Natural Gas -7.50% -7.50% 0.00% 6.60%

Brent Crude 1.46% 0.85% 0.61% 8.40%

Gasoline 7.36% 8.07% -0.71% 2.69%

Corn -7.36% -7.50% 0.14% 7.00%

Soybeans -4.37% -4.74% 0.37% 7.20%

Wheat -14.16% -14.16% 0.00% 3.44%

 Sugar 30.75% 30.75% 0.00% 3.84%

Coffee 14.67% 14.67% 0.00% 3.95%

Cotton 0.30% -0.08% 0.38% 1.99%

Livestock -3.86% -4.98% 1.12% 7.33%

Copper 7.19% 6.89% 0.30% 7.06%

Gold 9.83% 9.83% 0.00% 21.79%

Silver 5.00% 4.63% 0.37% 7.35%



YTD Portfolio Review



Internship Placement - Exec & SAs



Internship Placement - Analysts



Full-Time Placement



Spring ‘23 Speakers



Involvement & Outreach

- Toured the Virginia Tech Power 
Plant

- Given an in-depth look at its 
operations and machinery

- Sponsored Smithfield roundtable 
industry discussion

- Networked with Smithfield executives
- Attended a presentation on agriculture 

markets and risk



Involvement & Outreach
Kohl Chair Candidate Interviews

- Met with and interviewed three candidates 
for the Kohl Agribusiness Center Chair

- Discussed AI, ML, language models, 
empirics, econometrics, food security, crop 
insurance, population and labor modeling, 
carbon modeling, and much more

- Provided feedback to the department 

- Partnered with Collegiate Women in 
Business to support female 
leadership in business fields

- Sponsored their semesterly Power 
Panel – featured guest speakers 
from finance, accounting, and 
marketing fields



Spring ‘23 NYC Trip
● Last Fall, we decided to embark upon planning a trip to NYC following a 3-year 

break due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

● As the Spring semester began, we went up to NYC in a group of 23 members.

● An article distributed online across university mediums was written about our trip - 
ultimately showing at the top of the Virginia Tech X Student Edition publication for 
this week.

● Thank you to the amazing alumni who supported our endeavors during this trip, 
especially:
○ Suddy Sriram
○ Sid Muralidhar
○ Bobby D’Angelo



Spring ‘23 NYC Trip



Spring ‘23 NYC Trip




